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Dear parish family,

When we consider God’s character, images of a Creator or 
a powerful Being may quickly come to mind, but the image 
of God as a giver may not. The Epistle of James tells us 
that, “Every good thing and every gift is ultimately from 
God.” Our Heavenly Father is not just a God who happens 
to give; He is defi ned by His giving.

God’s love for us is most precisely revealed through His 
behavior, as is evident in the way that Scripture speaks 
about salvation. Salvation is a gift freely off ered, “For God 
so loved the world that He gave…” (John 3:16)  We often 
speak of love from the perspective of mere feelings and 
sentiment, but the kind of love being described through 
salvation is active. Biblical love is ultimately expressed 
on the hard wood of Jesus’ cross. But this verse also 
reveals a more fundamental aspect of God’s character, 
and that is that God is a giver.

As we are created in God’s image, we too are intended to 
be givers. In fact, as Eugene Peterson has said, “Giving is 

what we do best. It is the air into which we were born. It is the 
action that was designed into us before our birth.” Everything 
we have is a gift from God and so in grateful response for 
the blessings in our lives, we model our Maker and joyfully 
give to others.

Thanks be to God for all the gifts that He has bestowed 
upon us. Thanks be to God for the gift of His Son! Thanks 
be to God for creating us in His image and blessing us, 
that we may bless others. Thanks be to God for the 
ministries of St. Mark’s that have touched all ages and 
transformed lives through the power of Jesus Christ. And 
thanks be to God for you, as you prayerfully consider your 
fi nancial gift in order to continue transforming generosity 
at St. Mark’s in 2020.

Faithfully in Christ,
 The Rev. Tom Murray
 Paula Phelan 
 Hal Houston

“Every generous act of giving, 

with every perfect gift, is from above, 

coming down from the Father…”

James 1:17



From Sunday school, EYC and Camp Weed, marriage, 
baptisms and confi rmations, to the funerals of my 
beloved grandparents, father and stepmother, 
St. Mark’s has been a sanctuary. This church has 
provided love, support and healing through the love 
of Jesus Christ.

I’ve been fortunate to have been involved in many 
areas of lay ministry over the years, most recently 
serving on the Renovation Team for Children’s and 

Youth Ministry.  Working with a group of dedicated parishioners to build the infrastructure 
of these ministries has been a positive experience, making me appreciate even more 
the skills and resources that we at St. Mark’s possess. I look forward to serving alongside 
Hal as co-chairs of the 2020 Stewardship Campaign, and witnessing the transforming 
generosity of God’s love.

St. Mark’s is family.  

As a lifelong member, 
St. Mark’s has been an 
integral part of my life 

during my happiest and 
saddest moments and 
everything in between.

     Our co-chairs, Paula and Hal, have shared their stories about the role  St. Mark’s Church has played in their lives. They have been connected 
to the church over the years, fi nding ways to engage in ministry and  experiencing joy in being a member of the St. Mark’s community. 

For me, attending St. Mark’s defi ned many of my 
childhood memories and friendships and provided a 
spiritual foundation for the rest of my life. As Heather 
and I began our professional careers and returned to 
Jacksonville, we reconnected with a legacy of 
commitment and service by joining this church where 
my grandparents attended and served for many years.  
My grandparents inspired us to give back to St. Mark’s.

Heather and I cherish the benefi ts of worshipping in an 
intergenerational community, especially every Sunday we are able to spend with Granny.  
Now with a toddler and infant at home, this church community is even more important.  
Throughout the seasons of life, we mark both the important milestones and the daily 
disciplines of life at St. Mark’s, from our Confi rmation and Reception and the Baptisms 
of our children to weekly services and committee engagement. St. Mark’s continues to 
shape our family as we seek to grow together in the image of Christ.

St. Mark’s is a place 
I am proud to call 
home. It is a place 

where we connect with 
family and friends, 

have a history to look 
back on and a future to 

look forward to. 

- Hal Houston
- Paula Phelan



$155,536
Inreach & Pastoral Care

Through the grace of God and your 
generous support, we will continue off ering 
ministries that nurture our parishioners and 

create new opportunities that fulfi ll the vision 
of St. Mark’s, to “be a vibrant and thriving 

parish where Christ’s loving Spirit radiates to 
all generations in our community.”

Please prayfully consider your commitment 
of time and treasure for 2020.

2019 mission & ministries budget

$1,683,839
Total

Note: Clergy and staff  salaries and benefi ts have 
been allocated based on their areas of involvement.

*We give 10% to the Diocese of Florida based on prior year’s Parochial Report Line A revenue.

$300,091
Worship

$399,080
Facilities

24% 18%

9%

12%

5%9%*

23%$393,191
Administration

$149,455
Diocesan Pledge

$206,660
Children & Youth

$79,826
Outreach

Our goal is for all families at
St. Mark’s to make a fi nancial 

commitment for 2020. 

Your generosity will enable 
St. Mark’s to accomplish great 
works in our community from 
providing meaningful worship 

services to helping those in need 
by funding urban ministries.

Estimate your giving for 2020 today:
1.  Complete the COMMITMENT CARD and mail 
 in the enclosed prepaid envelope. 

OR

2. COMMIT ONLINE at 
 stmarksjacksonville.org/make-a-pledge.

Fulfi lling your commitment:
• By check weekly, monthly, quarterly or annually – it’s your choice!  
 We’ll send you envelopes if requested.

• By credit card. Just set-up your credit card to make a monthly     
 payment and you’ll never have to remember.

• By text. Simply type 73256 in the “to” fi eld and enter “STMARKSJAX” 
 as the text of your message. Try it once and you’ll see how easy it is!

• By online billpay via your bank.   

• By appreciated stock transfer.

• Should circumstances change during the year, 
please contact the church fi nance offi  ce to adjust your commitment.

Questions?

Please contact Denise Hudmon, 

Director of Finance and Operations, 

at (904) 388-2681 x217 or 

dhudmon@stmarksjacksonville.org 

with any questions regarding pledging.


